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Fine Specimens of Knowledge Transfer
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Dr. Tony Tsoi

nowledge transfer has in recent years emerged as an
Kintegra[ mission of higher education. Always committed
to serving the community and a pioneer in knowledge
transfer, CUHK has long dedicated efforts and resources
to bring gown and town together in mutually beneficial
ways. The Knowledge Transfer Project Fund (KPF) was set
up in 2009 to encourage faculty members to be personally
involved in applying their knowledge and ideas in projects
that are visible and beneficial to the community.

Thus far, the fund has supported 130 projects with a total
funding of over HK$32 million. It has enabled more than
200 CUHK researchers of all academic disciplines to transfer
their research expertise to the Hong Kong society in ways
that are immediately noticeable and beneficial. Dr., Tony Tsoi,
Associate Director of the Office of Research and Knowledge
Transfer Services which administers the fund, was impressed
with the variety of projects and the level of impact generated.
He said, ‘Past projects include training teachers to work with
students with learning and social difficulties, developing
an online system to provide health and safety information
related to Chinese herbal medicine,
education campaigns to heighten the awareness of different
ageing-related diseases, and developing a smartphone app to
sharpen Cantonese speakers’ perceptual distinction between
Putonghua and Cantonese.’

launching public

Attraction or Distraction?

For some academics, walking into the community is second
nature to what they are already doing. Prof. Maria Tam of
the Department of Anthropology said that her involvement
in community work had come to her very naturally, because
anthropology required researchers to be ‘in the world’ in
order to have a holistic and emic understanding of it. Her KPF
projects set out to promote greater understanding of some
of the ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. She had conducted
a series of training workshops for university students and
seminars in secondary schools, and compiled an information
kit for the public.

Prof. Vivian Lee of the School of Pharmacy was initially in
two minds about sharing time between pharmacological
research and community work. But she was always driven by
a sense of mission (o serve the community. Her most recent
project funded by KPF sought to promote greater awareness
and early detection of atrial fibrillation that may increase the
risk of stroke. Her project reached out to the senior citizens
and their caretakers by means of lectures, workshops and an
online platform.

Professor Lee now finds balance and synergy between her
research and community work. Her KPF project provided
much useful data she could use in her publications and
applications for other research grants. And the outreach
programme she designed for her students has become an
extension of her classroom.

Rewards Unforeseen

Prof. Hendrik Tieben of the School of Architecture also found
he had gained from the KPF experience in terms of teaching
and grant applications. His ‘Magic Carpet’ project is a novel
approach to community participation and empowerment.
This outreach project, implemented in Sai Ying Pun and
Tin Shui Wai, aimed to cultivate a sense of belonging for
residents in the two communities. Teenagers from local high
schools were trained to create video interviews ahout their
neighbourhood and used screenings, gatherings and social
media to engage residents (o restore the identity and reshape
the public space in their respective communities. The project
results have informed Professor Tieben’s further research
and won him support from the Quality Education Fund. The
KPF project has also opened up new pedagogic possibilities
resulting in new degree courses.

Dr. Tsoi said that the multidisciplinary nature of many
community projects would often put the project leaders into
collaborations with their colleagues or researchers from other
fields. Professor Lee had collaborated with a cardiologist
in her education of the elderly, whereas Professor Tieben’s
multi-media method had made collaborations with journalism
experts and professionals necessary.

Prof. Agnes Chan of the Department of Psychology worked
with a musician in developing the ‘interactive concert for
autism’, combining clinical psychology and music to develop
a cost-effective programme to teach children with autism to
better express themselves through music appreciation. Her
project also provided an opﬁortunity for the general public
to understand the special needs of children and adults with
such trait. Like many CUHK scholars, Professor Chan is not
contented with only speaking from the lectern but wishes to
‘move the heart of society’ in the capacity of a scholar.

Is it worthwhile to invest in the community so many precious
hours which might otherwise be more gainfully spent in the
lab or the clinic? Prof. Leung Kwole-sui of the Department of
Orthopaedic and Traumatology thought it is.

Professor Leung is a specialized clinician in fragility fracture,
a common problem among the elderly. He found that with
the ever increasing number of cases, a more effective way
to help the ageing population is to invest time in educating
the community on how to prevent ‘falling’ in the first place.
Through talks, risk assessments and professional training, his
KPF project provided more support to inform the community
of the risks of sarcopenia (age-related loss of muscle mass and
strength) and fragility fracture. Professor Leung’s involvement
in community projects often required him to work on
weekends and public holidays. But he was fueled by passion
and a firm belief that more good can be done by transferring
his expertise on a scale that is enabled further by the KPF.

Season 7

The KPF has entered its seventh season. Call for applications
has already begun and the deadline is early December. An
information session for potential applicants is scheduled at
noon on November 13 at LT5 of Cheng Yu Tung Building.
More information may be found in www.orkts.cuhk.edu.hk/
knowledge-transfer-initiatives/funding-schemes#kpf.



